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Pool Cleaning  
 

This is a reminder that we get a discount on our pool hire fees 
in exchange for cleaning it once a month.  Our side of the deal 
is to clean out as much debris as we can and if any algae 
grows to scrub it off once a month (we usually scoop it out 
once a week).  You may have noticed all the fine dust on the 
bottom – this is very difficult if not impossible for us to remove! 
So we are open to suggestions.  Does anyone have any idea 
of any equipment we could use to remove it AND/OR would 
you like to write a letter to the Metrodome management 
asking them to use the pool vacuums they have on a more 
regular basis? I am informed by he pool staff that it doesn't 
matter if they say how bad it is – they get ignored – so the 
best recourse we have is letter writing. 
 

 

DIVER OLYMPICS 
 

The next diver olympics / 
fun night will be on 

  
Tuesday 13 th July. 

 
If you haven’t been before, 
there are a selection of pool 
games designed to improve 

your diving skills whilst having 
fun! 

 

BSAC  ‘Go Dive’  
 

BSAC have introduced this initiative recently to en courage qualified divers who may not 
be making the most of their qualifications to join a BSAC club and get back to diving. 
 

Our club has signed up to support this initiative. Tuesday 6th July has been circulated through 
the BSAC website as our ‘open night’ when we will be showing the Go Dive DVD supplied by 
BSAC and be available to welcome any newcomers.  
 
You can do your bit by encouraging any un-affiliated divers you know to come along on that 
Tuesday and by coming along yourselves to ensure the club is at its usual busy and friendly 
best!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

To Sam and Lauren who have both qualified as Ocean Divers 
 

Well Done !!!!! 

 

Please note: to save on printing costs, 
from now on I will email this news letter 
to everyone. Feel free to take a copy 
only if you do not have email. Thanks 
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St Abbs Trip  
14th – 16th May 

 
A very busy weekend with lots of diving despite the inconvenient tide times. 
Mark introduced the Golden Star  which he (or an appointed person) ‘placed’ during each dive 
for those following to find. He promised prizes for those handing it back to him at the end of 
each dive.  (Did anyone get a prize??) 
 
On the Friday evening, those of us who were there on time dived the gulley by the Eyemouth 
Golf Course. A pleasant, shallow dive, good for buoyancy checks etc. but unfortunately 
accessed via a steep grassy slope. Difficult to get down but even more difficult to get up after a 
light shower of rain had made it greasy.  
 
On the Saturday we dived Cathedral Rock at low tide early in the morning. Brilliant navigation 
by Dave Patchett got our group there and back without a hitch and through both arches, brill! 
Unfortunately Les lost a weight pouch which, although searched for during the next dive to 
Broad Craig was never found. The final dive that day, round Seagull rock at high tide was really 
good although I forgot to take my torch. Top tip…next time you dive Seagull rock take a torch to 
properly investigate the overhang/cave on the far side. 
 
On the Sunday we did two dives by Greenend Gulley. Firstly the one down the concrete slope. 
The tide was so low we were able to do a giant stride entry off the end of the concrete. The 
second dive was down the gulley to the left of the concrete ramp which (we think) is the proper 
Greenend Gulley. The highlight of this dive was watching two huge crabs having a tug of war 
over a dead fish �  ! 
 
A great weekend’s diving. Many thanks to Mark for organising it and to all the divers who made 
it so enjoyable and who looked after the dogs for us while we were diving. The dogs really 
enjoyed it too. Here are a few of Mark’s pictures. 

Ann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bono…. 
aka Les 
the 
Karaoke- 
King 

L is for 
Lobster 

The Sunday morning crew 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Abbs continued….. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved and who went on 
the St Abbs trip up to Scotland as it was a great success. The weather and diving 
were fab and we all came home safe.  
  

The Golden Star 
 Congratulations to : 
Dave Rushton and Justine who found the star on the Cathedral Rock dive, 
Jonny who found the star on the Broad Craig dive, 
Rebecca Dearman (aged 3½ yrs) old who found (?!) the star on Seagull Rock 
dive, 
Seth Newsam (1yr old) who found (??!) the star on Greenend Gulley dive. 
  
Also congratulations to Justine on completing her 1400th Dive on this trip. To 
mark the occasion we awarded her the golden star underwater and named the 
site where we did it  JUST 1400 
  

Cheers,   Mark R 
 

 
Buddy checks when diving 

 
We had a great time down at Fort Bovisand (see next article) – Mark had very 
kindly organised some fantastic weather (sun and no wind) – I hope someone will 
be providing a report. 
 
After the first dive we decided another item needed added to the usual list (air, 
buoyancy, weights, releases) that is FINS! Unexpected exercise was added 
when Ann rolled in without her fins – watching 3 men trying to fit them in the 
water was entertaining!   
 
Also when it is murky I discovered how important it is to be very aware of your 
partner's signals.  I managed to misinterpret Chris's signal to return to the shot 
line for go forwards! Fortunately Jim was behind us and realised what had 
happened. It was a level of stress Chris and I could have done without.  
 
So, Key Learning Point  – make sure you see which way your buddy is going 
before finning off on into the murk. 
          Linda 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming trip to the Farne Islands 
 

16th-18th July  
 

Still one space left !! 
 

Diving from a RIB. Ocean Diver or above. Two dives during the morning each 
day. Afternoons free to relax/sightsee etc… 

 
Organiser Jim Taylor 

 
Speak to him at club, he can suggest accommodation possibilities. 

 

 Caption Competition!! 

 

Plymouth  Trip  
11th – 13th June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All I’m going to say for now is: 

1) I need more practice at ascending whilst deploying a DSMB…..nuff said…… 

2) It is  a good idea to put fins on before  plopping off the rib… 
 

3) We saw a pod of dolphins…YAY!!!!!   Ann 

Another brilliant trip! 
Thanks to Mark Hatfield 
for organising it.  
As Linda says, would 
someone like to write a 
report for the next 
newsletter and share 
some pictures? 
  

Sorry, all the 
suggestions were 
too rude.  
 
We had good fun 
reading them 
though �   
 

This month’s picture: 
 
What was Linda (or Thomas) 
thinking????? 


