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S73 0QQ

Mr Dale Healey,

The Metrodome,

Queens Ground,

Queens Road,

Barnsley, S71 1AN.

5th May 2009

Dear Mr Healey,

I am writing to you in my capacity as Chairman of Barnsley BSAC Divers. I’m afraid 
I need to raise with you again the poor state of the diving pool at the Metrodome.  It has become very dirty and murky with a combination of grit and algal growth.  We attempted some cleaning last week and arrived tonight with plans for a thorough scouring of the walls as per our agreement. However, the debris we dislodged last week was still on the pool bottom and we felt that loosening and churning up the algae and sediment again would make diving in it this evening very unpleasant.
I therefore spoke to Mr Steve Burnley who agreed that attempting to clean the pool in the absence of the pool vacuum would be pointless. He suggested that he would obtain the pool vacuum before next week’s session on Tuesday 12th May. At that session we will get together a team of divers to scrape and scour the walls and base thoroughly at the end of which your staff can vacuum out the debris. Mr Burnley was very helpful and I would appreciate your support for him in assuring he is able to obtain the pool vacuum machine. 

I understand from my discussion with Mr Burnley that some of the algae are resistant to the chemical treatment of the water and this is why it builds up. The low level of filtration in this pool does not effectively remove the algae as we clean it off the walls as it sediments before the filters can capture it.  Thus regular scouring and vacuuming seem to be essential.  If, however, this is not practical, perhaps the chemical dosage could be increased to prevent such a huge build-up of slime in the first place.
We find it distasteful diving in this pool with our SCUBA kit so we feel sure that the public using this pool must also find it very unpleasant.. I trust that we can work together to improve the quality of the water for future use and ask that you ensure your staff have the means by which to achieve this.

Yours sincerely,

Ann Bailey

Chairman, Barnsley BSAC Divers.
