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I would like to get this booked before 


Christmas... Winter Solstice... December Festival [delete according to belief]





So I would like a £25 deposit by 15th December





MORE DETAILS (





DATES:      11-13th June 2010





LOCATION:  


         Fort Bovisand, Plymouth





LEVEL:  Ocean or Sport Diver 





COST:   From £80 exc accommodation 


               to £125 inc accommodation











JOURNEY TO THE BOTTOM OF THE WORLD


(almost)





Early summer dive trip to PLYMOUTH





Come and dive some of the best shallow wrecks and reefs in England
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Why you might not want to come


Petrol/Diesel is not cheap


There isn’t a pub within walking distance


They sell ‘Rattler’ cider in the pubs








Why is it worth the trip?


It has much less walking than St Abbs


It’s somewhere different


It has good facilities and great diving


They sell ‘Rattler’ cider in the pubs








We will be using Discovery Diver’s RIB (although with a cabin, toilet and dive ladders it is more like a small hard boat)





The RIB holds 10 divers and operates as a shuttle out of the harbour.  This means that after your first dive you will be brought back to harbour. If more than 10 want to come, then some divers will have to wait for the 2nd shuttle run and any spare places will be available to other divers. Normally there are two boat dives a day. 





It is also possible to shore dive from the harbour for those wanting to add to their dive count. 
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The Diving


From Bovisand you are within easy reach of lots of good dive sites, there are several nice reefs such as the Mewstone Ledges (including if the weather is good a chance to dive the Eddystone lighthouse) and, because this is Plymouth Sound, more wrecks than you can shake a very soggy stick at. Highlights would be HMS Scylla deliberately sunk as a diver’s playground (otherwise known as an artificial reef); and the James Egan Layne a WWII Liberty ship. These are both must have dives for any UK diver.





To give you a taste, the photos on page 1 are [top to bottom]:


 Bridge of HMS Scylla; Companion ways HMS Scylla; ditto; Inside the James Egan Layne; Mewstone ridges; Cargo in the James Egan Layne. 





Travel time by RIB to most sites is about 15 mins. and several have permanent shot lines so entry, safety stops and exits are easier. The James Egan Layne is now a skeleton and mostly open overhead; the Scylla is like a bigger version of the Staingarth with several deliberately created swim-throughs. Most of the wrecks are in 15m – 20m depth; so are within the range for Ocean divers. However decent buoyancy control is necessary in, or over the wrecks, to avoid disturbing the silt layer and knackering everyone’s vis. Could I therefore suggest that Ocean divers with limited experience check with their OW instructor or Justine that they are OK for such diving.











The two guys who run Discovery Divers (Danny and Dave) are very experienced and know the local conditions completely. They are both dive instructors & Dave actually served on HMS Scylla





There is a small Dive Shop on-site so if you forget or break anything you stand a chance. Airfills are also on-site (Nitrox by prior request) so you only need one cylinder [Dave Rushton please note!]
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If you want to come I need a £25 deposit (non-returnable) paying to Neil (the Steal) our club treasurer... and an email, or conversation telling me what accommodation you require. Before 15th December please.





Mark Hatfield.    � HYPERLINK "mailto:mark_at_snydale@hotmail.com" ��mark_at_snydale@hotmail.com�       07887 526492





             Dive Shop & Air fills                                                        4 Bed Room





Accommodation


Those of you who are intending to bring non-diving partners, or who prefer luxury over convenience will need to sort their own accommodation [I have some info], just remember the first RIB shuttle leaves at about 08.00am from Bovisand.





Non-softies who want to walk straight out of their room and on to the RIB (dive kit optional!!) and who want the convenience of kitting up in their bedroom should take advantage of the on-site accommodation. The rooms are a decent size with en-suite bath and toilet. However remember they are used by divers, so the carpets may have the odd silicone grease stain or salt-water mark. 


Breakfast (alcohol free) is included though there is no room service, sorry. Bacon rolls, burgers etc. are available on-site during the day. For other meals, I have either gone across the passenger ferry into Plymouth Battery to watch the street entertainment (stag & hen parties) or if the weather is good, down to Morrisons, and back for a barbeque on-site. 











Costs


Diving - £20 per dive x 4 dives = £80           Airfills - £3.50





Accommodation - Costs per person per night vary according to what you want: 


                              4-bed bunk room - £15 exc bedding or £17.50 inc bedding


                                 Twin bed room - £22.50 inc bedding 


	














